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Who doesn’t love Luke’s gospel? It is like a fine tapestry woven using the most beautifully colored threads: the birth and infancy story of Jesus; the portrait of Jesus’ mother Mary; stories about women who encountered and followed Jesus; a collection of everyone’s favorite parables; the journeys; the table fellowship stories; and the expressions of joy and praise by those who hear God’s good news or experience divine mercy and forgiveness. This gospel has it all. 
The year 2010 is Year C in the Catholic Church’s lectionary of scripture readings for Mass. Therefore, passages from the Gospel According to Luke are proclaimed almost every Sunday. The continuous reading from this gospel provides a wonderful opportunity to become better acquainted with one of the New Testament’s true masters as he presents his faith account of Jesus Christ.
The Setting

Writing in the last quarter of the first century, Luke composed an “orderly account” of what Jesus did and taught until his ascension. Luke’s audience was a primarily Gentile Christian community that struggled with the relevance of its Christian faith. Can a faith based largely on Judaism and on the teachings of a Jewish rabbi spoken to a Jewish audience a half century earlier be appropriate for a Gentile audience? Is it fitting for a Gentile community to center its very life on a Jew who was crucified as a criminal? 
Like the other evangelists, Luke was inspired by God to address the needs and concerns of his community. In his gospel, he paints portraits of Jesus and of Christian discipleship, which let his original readers know that they were included in God’s plan from the beginning, even though the Jews were historically the first to hear God’s message as a channel for others. 
Portrait of Jesus

Using available sources, including Mark’s gospel, Luke fashioned a narrative that recounts Jesus’ journey from his birth to his ascension. During this journey Jesus emerges as the fulfillment of the history of salvation revealed in the Old Testament. In a very important incident recorded in Luke 4:16–21, Jesus goes to a Nazareth synagogue on the Sabbath. Before all who were present, he reads from Isaiah and claims that the prophet’s words are being fulfilled in his ministry. It’s as if Jesus is reading his own job description. He is anointed to be a saving prophet. As prophet Jesus will speak God’s message of salvation to God’s people. As savior Jesus will be God’s very act of salvation.

Throughout his gospel, Luke emphasizes that Jesus comes for all of the “wrong” kinds of people. He comes to save the marginal of society—the poor, the lowly, the sick, and the sinners. He saves them not only spiritually; but also physically and emotionally. To them Jesus proclaims God’s good news that they are not abandoned. They are loved. They have a special place in God’s heart and God will never give up on them. Jesus consistently speaks of a God who loves unconditionally and whose ultimate concern is finding and welcoming those who are lost.

Jesus is the anointed one, the messiah. However, he is not a messiah who will wield political power, establish an earthly kingdom for the Jews, and overthrow Rome. He is quite the opposite. In fact, during his passion, he is declared innocent by Rome itself of the charge that he incited the people to revolt. As the friend of outcasts, Jesus carries out a messianic mission that brings healing, forgiveness, reconciliation, and universal salvation. 
Portrait of Christian Discipleship
Luke assured his community that they had a special mission. They were not simply to wait around until Jesus returned. Instead, they were to live every day as his true followers in their Gentile world. Being Christian disciples means assuming a new way of life; the kind of life described by Jesus in his Sermon on the Plain (Luke 6:17–49). Followers of Jesus are empowered by the Holy Spirit to respond wholeheartedly to God’s call. They hear God’s word and act on it by being a loving neighbor; by using wealth rightly; and by being self-emptying, not self-righteous. Like their God, they are merciful. Like their Lord, they respond lovingly to the needs of the poor and lowly, fearlessly witness to God with their words and lives, and they pray. 
Finally, one cannot help but notice the many references to meals in Luke. The evangelist often uses meal settings to reveal what it means for Jesus’ followers to be Eucharistic people—people of thanksgiving. In addition to the parables that feature banquet scenes, ten meals are sprinkled throughout the gospel. Some take place during Jesus’ ministry. Others involve the risen Christ. As we examine these meals, we should note especially where they occur, who is present, and what happens when Jesus interacts with those at table. We need to discover who Jesus is in these stories. And we must find ourselves in these scenes and discover how we are called to constant conversion, reconciliation, and mission.

Who doesn’t love Luke’s gospel?

Questions for Reflection—Gospel According to Luke
1. The infancy narratives in Luke and Matthew were crafted by the evangelists to set the stage for what will occur in the remainder of their respective gospels. How does Luke’s infancy narrative prepare you for the story of Jesus as an adult?

2. What do you think are the three most important characteristics of the new way of life as taught by Jesus in Luke 6:17–49 (“Sermon on the Plain”)? According to the characteristics you selected, what will you do specifically to live this new way of life?
3. Luke often uses meal settings to teach lessons to his community. What do you learn from the meal stories of Luke 5:27–39 and Luke 7:36–50 about who Jesus is? What do you learn about those whom he calls?
4. What do you learn about the Christian manner of loving God and loving neighbor from Luke 10:25–42?

5. What do the three parables of Luke 15:1–32 say about God? What implications do these parables have for how you act in community?

6. The right use of wealth is an important Lucan theme. Note how frequently this theme occurs in Luke 9:51—19:27. What is taught in these chapters concerning this theme? How can you apply what is taught to your life?

7. Luke’s gospel emphasizes healing, forgiveness, and reconciliation. What incidents in Luke 19:28—24:53 demonstrate this theme?

8. What do the words of Jesus spoken from the cross (Luke 23:34, 43, 46) reveal about Jesus and his mission?
9. Based on your reading of Luke 24:13–35, what are some ways in which you can recognize the presence of the risen Lord in your life?

10. What do you appreciate most about Luke’s treatment of Jesus’ story? What do you not appreciate about it? Why?
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